
Dear- F ami l ·'1' !l 

Th is letter is going to have to be a q u ic Kle, like our family pr a ye r af ter 
fast meeting today, as we~ve come in to Mega to use the compu ter a nd the 
kids will need dinner soon. I had the idea of aski n g the fam i l y what the y 
wanted me to pray for, and there were several suggestions, inc lud ing to 
b less the kids who were confirmed today (6~}, that it wouldn~ t r ai n 50 J ason 
( Betsy~s youngest brother who just returned from a mission to Queb ec a nd wh o 
is stay ing wi th us while he tries to get admitted to BYU) cou l d f i nish a 
hou se painting job he's on, and several other requests , u n t i l fi n a l l y 
Robe rt , who was dying of h~nger (h e s urvived ) said !I and bles s that t~e 
pr ayer won~t be too long so we can e a t ! ). So I just as k e d ~he Lord to 
"b less all the things we:Ove been talki n g about" a n d pleased e ·..,'eryone .. 

We h ad a wonderful ten-day vacati on to Tacoma. Geof f r e y ( a nother of Betsy~ s 

brothe r s ) drove with us, s o we traded off a n d d r ove st r aight through. ~e 

c a me d o wn th r ough the Columbi a g o rge toward Portland i n t h e ear l y mo~n i ng 

hou r s, an d it sur ely was a n i n cred ibly beauti f ul s ight: I st i ll can·t qet 
o~er all t h e green of Oregon a n d Wash i n gton , pl u s t h e b eauty o f t he 
i n t e r s p e r sed decid u ous fal l color . Saturd~y was t he s ervi c e at th2 
synag o g u e c o mme morating t h e Ba t Mitzvah (daughte~ of t he covena~t) 
j~. chelle Ma.slan~ daugh ter- of O!_H' .... f r iend s Ro bEr t a nd Ca.rGl t"; .::.·:;1a;:, tieCaiTie 
!l Bat t-1i tz vah" when she turn e d 12 (for boys it 7 s 13 ) a n d we took Gr- a.ndpa ~-: 

Gr a ndma Huntingt on a n d all the kid s b ut t h e two bab e s . The girls had on 
t h eir Zimbabwe crocheted dresses for t h e first time and were beautiful, a n d 
th e k i ds wer e v e r y wel l beh d v ed throu g h the 3-h our service , p a rtly, l . am 
sure , b~~ ause it was s uch an i n ter est i n g e x perien ce for them. We we sitting 
d own near the fron t, a n d after wards Car o l t o ld us t hat seve ral Jewis~ 
mothet- ~ t old her III kept telling my kids: wh y can:<t y o u beh a ve l ike t h em!f! 
whi c h made us quite proud. Of course , there was a fant ast ic feas t 
aftet- wClT ds!l wi th tile usual bagels ~.: lox (smoked salmon)!! etc .. , b u.t I wa s 
most i mpressed by the service. Th i s 12 year-old gal read from t he Torah (in 
He b r ew!l wi thou t points ) ~ (the passage for the day was t h e sec ti on on 
Abrar 3.m~s coven ant of circumcision) and from the Haftorah (p~ophet s : the 
section for the day was Isaiah 40: the voice of him that crieth i n t h e 
wil derness: prepare ye the way of the Lord. .. He s h all feed h i s f lock like 
a shepherd. • but they that wait upon the Lord shall ren e w thei r 
st rength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they s h a l l r un, a n d n ot 
be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint. all good Mor moG 
scriptures), all again in Hebrew, and led several songs and r ecitati ons i n 
Hebrew, as well as givi ng a tal k (i n English) about the Haftarah and 
thanking and h o n or ing her parents and relatives. Her mother gave a lovely 
prayer in her behalf (the only prayer in the service that wasn't prescribed 
or in Hebrew, and for me the high point of the service), and her Father led 
the rest of the service. The only part I objected to was that the Rabbi 
g a ve her the priestly blessing instead of her father~ and he held out h i s 
arms toward he~ instead of putting his hands on her head. (The words are i n 
Numbers 6:22-27:" •• The Lord bless thee~ and keep thee: the Lord ma k e his 
face shine upon thee, and be gracious unto thee: the Lord lift up his 
countenance upon thee, and gi ve thee peace." But Bob remi nded me th -5.t 
every sabbath evening he gets to bless his daughters that they will be like 
the mothers of Israel, Sariah~ Rebekah, Rachel, and Leah~ so he did~~ t fee l 



t .. jr 

badG (I told him that in blessing his daughters to be like them ~ ~ e w~s 

asking for some pretty feisty ladies!>. 

At any rate~ I received a strong testimony from this experience that th2 
Lord loves all of his children~ that he hears all of their prayers, and that 
he is pleased with all who try to serve him and keep his comman1ments. I 
still am dying to share the gospel with our friends, but I now feel 
satisfied to "wait upcJn the Lor-dB until his own due time. I just pope it:os 
not like what Heber J. Grant is reported to have said about the JapanesE 
aftet- returning from that country: "the only Wi3.y to conver-t th2.!! is tD hi~ 

them over the head and do baptism for the dead. tl 

Ma~ie, the kid:<s new step-grandmother, is a really sweet and gener ous 
person, qu~te a dynamo of energy, and it was good for the k ids to get to 
know her.. Her mother, "Grandma B.a.i 1 ey', !l 2 di ed-i n-the wool ' sou th-=r n 
Bapti ·:;;t, al so lives wi th them~ so Grandp~. Hunti ngton got qui te d. ' f'pa.ckage 
de-a.l!! when he '~Tr-ieo M~.rie,. Gra.noma B~.i ley must ha.ve mad2 d. 0022:-; 

sc r umptious pi . s for us while we were there. We went out O~ t:iE Puget Sound 
in Gr-andt=.a:"s new 14-foot runabout, went fot- a lovely d;--i-..,,'2 th"-c.;_:.>;:5 h th2 
';Ot-est aL-nost-p~ !Tie\,lal d.t Point Defiance and e}~ plat-ed the DId fort there~ 
visited the marvelous aquarium, blew on the Shofars at the home of Bob·s 
mother (Betsy & Carol play much better than Bob or I) and han dled an ancient 
Torah hit se~eral of the great thrift stores (for $4.95 at St. Vi ~ =en t d2 
Paul:"s I found a little leather-bound Bible printed in 1847 fo r B~b's 

birthda}' (his father had a fantastic collection of old Torahs~ 
Bibles of all kinds, etc., and he continues to collect», ate 
wonderful seafood, and just had a good old time. Next summer 
to visit California. Too many friends too long no see. Plus 
off Liz & Marty. We:<ll bring our own sleeping bags. 

Tal rnLtd-: .. :t s ~ 

lots o~ .. . . 
We·tE f1 ;~plrfg 

we Cd.n mc.och 

I~m really looking forward to Thanksgiving at Mom:"s this year.. Betsy~s 

three Bachelor brothers are all in town, and we were going to have 
Thanksgiving at home with them, but Mom insisted on inviting them, too. 
She:"s a wonderful gal. Dad travelled this week to texas (little t fo~ 

humility~s sake) with David and Duane Horton on a sales trip and is coming 
into Mega in the morning now~ It~s good to have his ideas and his amazing 7 

wonderful notebooks around. This week he found a 1970 experimet he did on 
leachi~g nickel-bonded diamond a~d using it as a ~aol which completely frees 
us of interference with a GE patent we had been worried about infringing. 
When he gets his computer, I~m going to encourage him to index those 
notebooks, they:<re such a valuable resource .. 

Ma~ty~ I almost cried 
completely, and soon. 
skydiving! Sherlene~ 

making. Keep it up. 

when I read about your injuries. Hope you reC8ver 
But why don~t you take up a safer sport, such as 

we:<re really excited about the genealogy finds you 7 re 


